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Biscuit Concentrates  
on Reading
By Pat Grahn, riPon, Wi 
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Four years ago, i lost my first therapy dog to liver failure. i could not start 
with a new dog at that time because of a busy life with young children. 
But, when the children had grown older and we moved to a new town, i 
registered my Miniature Dachshund, Biscuit.

We became a tDinc. team in november 2009, and i decided that 
r.E.a.D. would be the perfect fit for us. reading and literacy are close to my 
heart as i am dyslexic and had a very hard time learning to read as a child. 
My son has a reading disability caused by a speech and language disorder, 
so i really wanted to help children like him develop their reading skills and 
demonstrate my love for reading through Biscuit.

Since there was no r.E.a.D. program 
in our school district, i had to start one. 
The school board, principal and teachers 
were very receptive. in January 2010, 
Biscuit started working in a fifth grade 
learning disabilities (LD) classroom. She 
has gone on to work at the public library, 
in two summer school classrooms, and 
two LD classrooms this school year.

Biscuit has become so popular that 
she has been the featured attraction at 
the English Language Learners Family 
reading night, the Pto Family Fun night, 
and the local relay for Life. She has also 
been the guest “speaker” for many area 
organizations. There has been so much 
demand for a dog in the elementary school 
classroom that i have been busy trying to 
recruit more member teams!

to my surprise and delight, i was 
contacted in September by the editor of 
Doxie-Digest magazine. My neighbor, 
an animal photographer, helped with 
some professional photos, and Biscuit 
was featured in the Fall 2010 issue of the 
magazine. i was so happy to share the 
wonderful work of therapy and r.E.a.D. 
dogs with other dachshund owners! Dogs 
contribute so much to our lives and it is 
very rewarding to share your dog with 
other people.
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